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Advocacy for Transition in North Tyneside

Through our involvement in the National Transition Support Programme, we have commissioned 2 years of advocacy to support young disabled people with their Transition Plans. The Advocacy Project, which will be provided in partnership with North Tyneside Independent Advocacy Service, has 3 main strands, case advocacy, self - advocacy and peer advocacy. 
Case Advocacy

From age 16 +, all relevant young people will have access to an advocate provided by North Tyneside Independent Advocacy Service. The level of advocacy support provided will be dependent on each individual’s situation. In some cases advocacy will not be the most appropriate support option and at such times the issue will be directed to the relevant service or provider. Examples of where advocacy will be appropriate will include:

· Supporting young people to prepare for meetings and other decision making forums

· Having a ‘voice’ in meetings and other decision making forums

· Supporting young people to navigate the many different agendas presented by professionals, agencies, families and carers etc

· Supporting conflict resolutions with agencies (Council Services, Health Services, Education Providers, Independent Sector Providers etc)  

Initially, in order to measure the demand for this service, case advocacy will be made available at age 16+ to the cohort of young disabled people who will meet the criteria for adult services, e.g. those young people with substantial support needs. This cohort will include the population of Beacon Hill School and 6th Form, those in Out of Borough placements, and this cohort of young people receiving their education in Southlands School, Woodlawn School and in ‘mainstream’ settings. A year 1 evaluation will identify any unmet advocacy needs and where, if possible, the current provision can be re-directed.   

Access to case advocacy will be by self-referral, by a family member or by involved professionals. 

Self-advocacy

The project will support the development of self-advocacy skills, the main forum for this being through group work within North Tyneside Special School settings, i.e. Beacon Hill School and 6th Form, Woodlawn School and Southlands School. 

Children and young people aged 14 + (year 9) will have access to self-advocacy skills development. This stage coincides with the legislative Transition Planning process.

Peer Advocacy

Because of shared experiences, young disabled people are in a prime position to support other young disabled people to have their voices heard. This especially applies to annual Transition/Educational reviews.  The project will support the development of peer advocacy through training programmes and by providing follow up support. The opportunity to act as a peer advocate will be available from year 11.

For further information about the Advocacy Project for Transition, please contact the Transition Planning Officer on (0191) 643 7885 or Independent Advocacy Service North Tyneside on (0191) 259 6662. To make a referral for an Advocate please contact Independent Advocacy Service North Tyneside on the telephone number above.  

